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YEAR 11  ENGLISH                                        2 HOURS 
 

Name: _______________________                             Class: ___________ 

 

MARKS 

Oral assessment Listening comprehension Written paper Total 

    

 

Section A – LANGUAGE                                                                          15 MARKS 

A.   Fill in with the correct form of the verb in brackets. The first one (0) has 
 been done for you.                                                            5 marks [    ] 

You’d expect to (0) meet (meet) strange people at night, but what about a penguin? 

Police officers on a routine patrol (1) _________________ (pick up) one of these birds 

as it was waddling through a village last night. They  

(2) _____________ (be) on patrol in Broxtowe, Nottinghamshire, when they  

(3) ________________ (spot) the penguin in the early hours of Sunday. 

The bird (4) _________________ (run) away from a farm enclosure and then managed 

to slowly (5) ________________ (walk) a mile up the road. The police got involved and 

the penguin (6) _________________ (give) back to its owner. The police nicknamed 

the penguin “Po-Po” after "he (7) _________________ (pose) for some pictures with 

us". 

Last year a pair of stolen penguins (8) _________________ (rescue) by officers. The 

police (9) ______________ (act) on a tip-off and arrested a 23-year-old man. 

Penguins are listed as "vulnerable" by wildlife organisations, which means they (10) 

_________________ (be) at risk of becoming endangered. 

Track 1 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-46916189
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-46916189
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B.   Fill in with the correct preposition. The first one (0) has been done for 

 you.                                                                                           5 marks [    ] 

The Wakashio, a Japanese carrier ship that has leaked hundreds of tonnes of fuel  

(0) off the Mauritius coast, has broken apart, authorities say. The ship ran aground  

(1) ________ a coral reef on 25 July, causing an emergency. Mauritius is home to world-

famous coral reefs, and popular (2) ________ tourists. The Wakashio ran onto the rocks 

(3) ________ Pointe d'Esny, home to rare wildlife. "At 4.30pm, the ship broke," the 

Mauritius government said (4) ________ Saturday. Most of the fuel had already been 

pumped (5) ________. The removed fuel has been transferred  

(6) ________ shore by helicopter and to another ship owned (7) ________ the same 

Japanese firm. Last week, the Mauritius government declared a state of emergency and 

appealed (8)________ international help. (9) ________ then, volunteers have also been 

collecting straw from fields and filling sacks to make barriers against the oil. A US company 

used data (10) ________ satellites to find out how bad the situation was, and found a 

large spill by 11 August, 4 days before it broke up.  

 

C.   Fill in the blanks with a suitable word. The first one (0) has been done for 

 you.                                                                                  5 marks [    ] 

If you were to ask me what my favourite sport is, my (0) answer would be swimming. 

I started learning how to swim when I was five years old and I have been swimming 

(1) _____________ since. There are many reasons why I  

(2) _____________ swimming but I’ll just share a few with you. Maybe I can even 

encourage you to go for a swim! The first (3) _____________ why I love swimming is 

that it can be either extremely relaxing (4) _____________ a fast-paced competitive 

sport which raises your heartbeat. Performing tricks like underwater handstands also 

puts a big (5) _____________ on my face.  Swimming offers many different strokes, 

so it doesn’t feel like you’re stuck doing the same thing over and (6) _____________ 

again. Adding swimming equipment like flippers can help you develop (7) 

_____________ swimming technique. Swimming’s a life skill (8) _____________ 

everyone should have. Not only is it good for your (9) _____________, but you never 

know when you’ll need your ability to swim. In short, there’s nothing better (10) 

_____________ jumping into the water on a hot, sweltering summer’s day! 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53702877
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53702877
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Section B – READING COMPREHENSION                                              20 MARKS  

Read the comprehension text which is on a separate sheet and then answer 

the questions. 

1. Underline the correct answer.                                                   1 mark [    ] 

a. Which of the following tabs would you click on to read this article? 

i. Politics 

ii. Sports 

iii. Environment 

iv. Science 

b. According to the passage, skateboarding 

i. has been considered an Olympic sport since 1928. 

ii. was not going to be included in Tokyo’s 2020 Olympic competitions. 

iii. will feature as an Olympic sport for the first time in 2021. 

2. What TWO things must Brown do to be chosen to participate in the next Olympics?

                                                                                                  2 marks [    ] 

a. ____________________________________________________________ 

 
b. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. According to Sky Brown, in what TWO ways are skateboarding and surfing similar?

                                                                                          2 marks [    ] 

a. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

b. ____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

4. Underline the correct answer. 1 mark [    ] 

How does Sky Brown feel about her potential Olympic participation? 

a. She’s nervous about being the youngest skateboarder.  

b. She’s worried about not performing well. 

c. She’s keen to take part although she’s the youngest. 

 

5. Sky Brown says she wants “to inspire other girls” in line 17. In what way does she 

want to inspire them?                                                             2 marks [    ] 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What other talents does Sky Brown have besides skateboarding and surfing?   

                                                                                                    1 mark [    ] 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

7. How did Sky Brown learn to skateboard?           1 mark [    ] 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

8. Are these statements TRUE or FALSE? Underline the correct answer and give a 

reason.                                                                                         5 marks [    ] 

a. Sky Brown came first in the 2019 UK National Skateboarding Championship.   

True/False because _____________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

b. Sky Brown has already been chosen to form part of the Summer Olympic UK 

team.  

True/False because _____________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

c. Surfing is also going to be considered an Olympic sport for the first time.  

True/False because _____________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

d. During the Olympic games Brown will be competing in both skateboarding 

and surfing.  

True/False because ____________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

e. Sky Brown is often top of her class at school.  

True/False because ____________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

9. What do these words refer to in the text?                               2 marks [    ] 

a. she (line 4):  ______________________________________________ 

b. which (line 9): ______________________________________________ 

c. it (line 22):  ______________________________________________ 

d. they (line 25):  ______________________________________________ 

10. What do the following words mean in the text?                               2 marks [    ] 

a. clinching (line 3):   _______________________________________ 

b. initially (line 23):  _______________________________________ 
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c. accomplished (line 30):  _______________________________________ 

d. legendary (line 32):  _______________________________________ 

11. Underline the most appropriate answer.                                          1 mark [    ] 

The main purpose of this article is 

a. to inform the reader about Sky Brown. 

b. to persuade the reader to start skateboarding. 

c. to entertain the reader with Sky Brown's story. 

Section C – LITERATURE - Answer all the sections                          20 MARKS 

UNPREPARED TEXT – POETRY                                                         10 marks 

The River by Valerie Bloom 

The River’s a wanderer. 
A nomad, a tramp, 
He doesn’t choose one place 

To set up his camp. 

The River’s a winder, 

Through valley and hill 
He twists and turns, 
He just cannot be still. 

The River’s a hoarder, 
And he buries down deep 

Those little treasures 
That he wants to keep. 

The River’s a baby, 

He gurgles and hums, 
And sounds like he’s happily 

Sucking his thumbs. 

The River’s a singer, 

As he dances along, 
The countryside echoes 
The notes of his song. 

The River’s a monster 
Hungry and vexed, 

He’s gobbled up trees 
And he’ll swallow you next. 
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1. Underline the correct answer:                                                  1½ marks [    ] 

a. The poem is about: 

i. the destructive nature of the river. 

ii. the different characteristics of a river. 

iii. the melodic sounds of the river. 

b. “The River’s a wanderer. 

A nomad, a tramp,” 

The first two lines of the poem show that the river is 

i. constantly moving. 

ii. dangerous and harmful. 

iii. gentle and calm. 

c. The short lines used in the poem create 

i. an irregular rhythm. 

ii. a very slow rhythm. 

iii. a flowing rhythm. 

2. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?                                 ½ mark [    ] 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

3. “He twists and he turns 

 He just cannot be still” 

a. What figure of speech does the poet make use of in these lines? Underline 

the correct answer.                                                               1 mark [    ] 

i. metaphor 

ii. personification 

iii. simile 

b. Setting refers to where the poem takes place. Which word in stanza 5 shows 

this?                                                                                  1 mark [    ] 

________________________________________________________________ 

4. Underline the correct answer.                                                   1 mark [    ] 

 In stanza 3, the river is described as a “hoarder”. The tone in this stanza is 

a. joyful and light. 

b. anxious and threatening. 

c. secretive and mysterious. 
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5. Underline the correct answer.                                                    1 mark [    ] 

 The line “He gurgles and hums” in stanza 4 refers to the sense of 

a. sound. 

b. sight. 

c. touch. 

6. a.  In stanza 6, what TWO qualities of the river make it seem like a monster? 

                                                                                  1 mark [    ] 

  ___________________________    ___________________________ 

 b.  How does this stanza contrast with the rest of the poem?       1 mark [    ] 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

7. The last line of the poem “And he’ll swallow you next” seems to be a warning. 

What is it warning us about?                                                     2 marks [    ] 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

UNPREPARED TEXT – PROSE                                                                  10 marks  

Read this adapted extract taken from Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott 

O’Dell and answer all the questions.  

I REMEMBER the day the ship came to our island. At first it seemed like a small shell 
afloat on the sea. Then it grew larger and was a gull with folded wings. At last in the 

rising sun it became what it really was—a red ship with two red sails. 

My brother Ramo and I had gone to Coral Cove. We were still young, but I was 12 and 

he was 6 years old. We had gone to pick roots that grow there. I said nothing about the 
shell I saw or the gull with folded wings. 

But Ramo's eyes missed little. They were black like a lizard's and very large and, like 
the eyes of a lizard, could sometimes look sleepy. This was the time when they saw the 
most. This was the way they looked now. They were half-closed, like those of a lizard 

lying on a rock about to flick out its tongue to catch a fly. 

"The sea is smooth," Ramo said. "It is a flat stone without any scratches." 

My brother liked to pretend that one thing was another. 
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"The sea is not a stone without scratches," I said. "It is water." 

Ramo was standing on one foot and then the other, watching the ship coming. 

"While you look at the sea," I said, "I dig roots. And it is I who will eat them and you 

who will not." 

1a.  Underline the correct answer. The passage is written in the        1 mark [   ] 

i. first person. 

ii. second person. 

iii. third person. 

b.  Writers use this style to make the story                                   1 mark [   ] 

i. easier to understand. 

ii. funnier. 

iii. more personal. 

iv. shorter. 

2. Why do you think the narrator remembers the day the ship arrived on the island?

                                                                                   1 mark [   ] 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. The narrator compares Ramo’s eyes to a lizard’s. What three similarities does he 

find between Ramo’s eyes and the reptile’s?                               1½ marks [   ] 

a. ____________________________________________________________ 

b. ____________________________________________________________ 

c. ____________________________________________________________ 

4. Ramo “liked to pretend that one thing was another”, according to the author. 

a. Quote a sentence where Ramo does this.                                  ½ mark [   ] 

________________________________________________________________ 

b. What is this figure of speech called?                                   1 mark [   ] 

________________________________________________________________ 
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5. a.  The narrator makes use of words related to the environment which surrounds 

him. Quote FOUR examples of these words.                        2 marks [   ]  

i. _____________________________________________ 

ii. _____________________________________________ 

iii. _____________________________________________ 

iv. _____________________________________________ 

 b. What does this tell us about the characters’ relationship with nature?  
                                                                                                1 mark [   ] 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

6. The narrator tells his brother Ramo, "While you look at the sea… I dig roots. And 
it is I who will eat them and you who will not." What does this tell us about the 

different characters of the two brothers?                                   1 mark [   ] 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________

  

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                 25 MARKS  
Write a composition of 150 - 200 words on ONE of the following titles. 

 

1. Your school is holding an online competition for the best story to be published in 
the school newspaper. Write your story with the title: The Last Day. 

 
 

2. Your local council has invited young people to send in reviews of a film which they 
would recommend to other teenagers. Write a review of a film you enjoyed 
watching.  

 
 

3. You're Max (max@dmail.com) and you got into trouble with the headmaster at 
your school over an argument you had with a school mate. Write an email to the 
headmaster (st.ritacollege@dmail.com) to apologise and to explain what led to this 

argument.   

To: st.ritacollege@dmail.com 

From: max@dmail.com 

Subject: The argument 
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